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and  issued  a letter   to   all  the  African judges, acquainting them with the tenor of the new law.
The next three years were marked by a dreary and repellent struggle with the angry schismatics. Homeless and proscribed, the Donatists had no weapon but their dreaded club, and they used it with vigour. The fifth century was not of a temper to meet violence with meekness, and Africa was soon devastated by a kind of civil war.1 On the ijrd of August, 408, the virtual ruler of the Western Empire, Stilicho, came to an ignominious end. Schismatics and pagans at once asserted that the coercive laws passed during his regency died with him, and began to seize their churches and temples once more. Stilicho's successor, Olympus, was a Christian, and Augustine wrote, at the first rumour of his promotion, to secure his interest on behalf of the Church. In the meantime (in October) the African bishops met again at Carthage, and sent two of their number to the emperor at Ravenna, asking him to reaffirm the
1 So great was the confusion, that a Donatist named Marculus, who was put to death by the Catholics, and. whom Augustine credited with self-destruction—who should, therefore, on either hypothesis be now in Tartarus,—is actually honoured year after year, under the title of Macarius, in the Roman Martyrology. So it is stated in a note in the Migne edition of Augustine (vol. ix. col. 526).ga.vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
